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HOUSING AND THE LAW: LESSON 2: HANDOUT 3 SCAFFOLDED 

 

“REMARKS UPON SIGNING THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT”1 

Delivered by President Johnson on April 11, 1968. 

Primary Source Quote 1 

“Few in the Nation--and the record will show that very few in that room that 

afternoon--believed that fair housing would--in our time--become the 

unchallenged law of this land. And indeed, this bill has had a long and stormy 

trip. We did not get it in 1966. We pleaded for it again in 1967. But the 

Congress took no action that year. We asked for it again this year. 

 

And now--at long last this afternoon--its day has come. I do not exaggerate when 

I say that the proudest moments of my Presidency have been times such as this 

when I have signed into law the promises of a century. 

 

I shall never forget that it was more than 100 years ago when Abraham Lincoln 

issued the Emancipation Proclamation--but it was a proclamation; it was not a 

fact. 

 

In the Civil Rights Act of 1964, we affirmed through law that men equal under 

God are also equal when they seek a job, when they go to get a meal in a 

restaurant, or when they seek lodging for the night in any State in the Union.” 

 

Secondary Description 

President Johnson explains how the law itself can lead to social change. The 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, for instance, addressed discrimination in employment 

opportunities. President Johnson suggests that the law has to actively protect 

and secure the rights of people and the country’s founding promises.  

 

In My Words 

 

President Johnson says…  

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 Retrieved from Lyndon B. Johnson, Remarks Upon Signing the Civil Rights Act. Online by Gerhard Peters and 

John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/237920.  

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/237920
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Primary Source Quote 2 

“Now, with this bill, the voice of justice speaks again. It proclaims that fair 

housing for all--all human beings who live in this country--is now a part of the 

American way of life. 

 

We all know that the roots of injustice run deep. But violence cannot redress a 

solitary wrong, or remedy a single unfairness. Of course, all America is outraged 

at the assassination of an outstanding Negro leader who was at that meeting 

that afternoon in the White House in 1966. And America is also outraged at the 

looting and the burning that defiles our democracy. 

 

We just must put our shoulders together and put a stop to both. The time is 

here. Action must be now. 

 

So, I would appeal to my fellow Americans by saying, the only real road to 

progress for free people is through the process of law and that is the road that 

America will travel.” 

 

Secondary Description 

President Johnson refers to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 

1968. Following his assassination, there were riots and protests in many 

American cities. President Johnson encouraged Congress to pass the Fair 

Housing Act in honor of Dr. King, a supporter of fair housing.  

 

In My Words 

 

President Johnson says…  
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Primary Source Quote 3 

“I urge the Congress to enact the measures for social justice that I have 

recommended in some twenty messages. These messages went to the Congress 

in January and February of this year. They broke a precedent by being completed 

and delivered and read and printed. These measures provide more than $78 

billion that I have urged the Congress to enact for major domestic programs for all 

Americans in the fiscal 1969 budget. 

 

This afternoon, as we gather here in this historic room in the White House, I think 

we can all take some heart that democracy's work is being done. In the Civil 

Rights Act of 1968 America does move forward and the bell of freedom rings out 

a little louder. 

We have come some of the way, not near all of it. There is much yet to do. If the 

Congress sees fit to act upon these twenty messages and some fifteen 

appropriations bills, I assure you that what remains to be done will be 

recommended in ample time for you to do it after you have completed what is 

already before you.” 

 

 

Secondary Description 

President Johnson encourages Congress to act on other legislation that has 

been proposed by his administration. Some of these proposals included broader 

heather coverage and expansion of Medicare, along with gun regulation.  

 

In My Words 

President Johnson says…  

 

 

 

 

  

 


